“JERUSALEN.
OF A RROENT JOURNEY,

L N
Mow te Get There,

Every Christian and svery philosophle stu-
dant of history must desire to ses Jerusalem.
1t wan formerly very diMoult and even danger-
ous to go there, But now (L1s sale, easy, and
eomparativaly Inexponeive,

There are various roads for the traveller to

ghonse from. He may start trom Egrpt and
follow the route through the desert of SBloal;
or hamay land at Belrut, in Central Byrin, pass
the hills of Lebanon. and procsed southward
through the country of Gallleo; but ench of
thess Involves a long journey on horseback,
with a caravan and tents and guarda. The
gimplest and shortest war Is through Jafla. or
Joppn s it was oalled In Bt. Paul's time. This
{s the saaport ia the Eastorn Mediterranean
that /s nearast to Jerusalem: and arallway
finished thres months ago boars the trav-
sller directly to his destination. From
Constantinople steamers for Jalla are fre-
quent. and no they are from Alexandria and
Port Bald, the noarest Egrptian ports. But
Janding at Jaffa is unoortain. It is anopen
roadstend, not a sheltersd harbor: and be-
tween tha anchoring ground of ahips and the
peach, there stretohes a long and sharp-edged
peol. iust rising to the surface of the water;
and on s windy day the breakera falling upon
{t are sbattered into foam. In this reef thers
|s & narrow passnge, wide enough for a whale-
poat: and onon through there I8 safety. But the
plightest variation from the true line hurls
your boat upon the rocks and drowns its pas.
pagers. Just before we weroe there in No-
wember & boat's erow had boen destroyed:
aad usunlly If & westerly wind Is blow-
Ing, stoamers will not attempt to land, but
oarty away the pllgrims to a more distant
portand an uncertain destination. But with the
nereasod traflie of Jaffa, it cannot. we sup-
pose, be vary long before a safe harbor is
bullt thera, and the debarkation of voyagers
mado sale and somfortabla

Aftar you are woll ashore at Jaffa, yon have
two goud ways of reaching Jerusalem. First

JOME NOTES

THE JAFFA GATE AT JERUBALRM.

there Is the old earriags road, which has ox-
lsted for many yeara, and a very good road It
§s: and then thers in the now railroad. The
carringe road s shorter than the raliroad. be-
Ing something llke 32 mlles loug. whilo the
nliroad Is some 50 milea: but ittakes twioe
s much time to got there with a carriage and
horses, and it 1, of course, much more costly.
The rallroad is very good indeed. substan-
tially.bullt by, Frepsh eecinsers with French
wapital. though thelocomotives whielt I notided
tore the mark of a Philadelphla firm. For
wmatwanty miles the line' passes through
tha lertile and attractive plaln of Bharon, that
rich and lovely anclent reglon whose verdant
beauty wars and devastations have not extin-
guished. Then it enters the mountains and
follows the linds of amall streams. and
duripg the remainder of the distance
winds about through ravines, especially the

Wady Surar and the Wady Dittir. The ascent
from the sem to Jerusalom amounts to
2480 foot In all. I saw no indications of
groat diMeulties overcoma In the englneering.
There may bea tunnel or two, though I de
not remeinber any distinotly. The tmins
now running oconsist of two second-¢lass
oarringes and ons Mfrst-class. Thess car-
riaces are divided {nto compartments
much like the earn of the Swiss and Itallan
nliwaye. The first-class seats are not cush-
loned, but are just like our ordinary oane-
seated cheirs. There is now one dally train
that makes the round trip between Jaffa and
Jerusalewn, and the first-class fare is 10 francs.
The time of leaving Jerusalem is® A. M., and
the returning traio starts from Jaffa ot 2 P. AL
The runniog time is about thres hours and
ahall. The language used upon theline by
muards and atatioh men (s French.

I have been told by my friend. Dr. Pereira
Mondes, that there is & notion among Orlental
Jows that the opening of & railwnay to Jerusa-
lem must precede the coming of the Messiah.
This he heard noarly twenty years ago when
ministor of a songregation almost wholly eom-
posed of Hobraws from north Afriea, Tur-
key. Greace, Asla Minor, and the farther East.
The foundation for the opinlon appears to be
tha last ohapter of the prophecies of Isaiah, in
an eloquent pradistion of the return of the
Hebrew oxiles, whare we read: ' They shall
bring all your brethren out ot all the nations,
for an offering unto the Lord, upon horses,
and in charfots, and In litters, and upon mules,
and upon swift beasts to my holy mountain.
Jerusalem, saith the Lord.” The Hebrew
word whioh I8 translated * awift beasts" in
the English verslon s DIM2MD (kirkarothl,
and oocars only this ones In all the Bible.
The roots of the word are found in 2 Bamuel,
¥l 14, whers it (s applied to the swaying dance
ot David, and in the common Hebrew word for
furonca. Henos the durived meaning, as Dr.
Mendes tolls me, "a swaring furnace.”
Wor the Eaglish rendering thers is no
justiffoation whatever in ths sense of the
Hebrew word in the toxt., Home propose to
translats it " dromedaries:" but the same
prophet only u few ohapters befors (Ix.
6l uses a totully different word, the ac.
oepted squivalent of whish s * dromedary."
It Is oertalnly neither camels nor asses, t;r
there are well-known Hebrew words regularly
used for these. When the English translation
was made In King James's time there was no
word to express the Hobrow In this pansage!
but what more moourate epithoet eould ba nu:
-plled to a rallway looomotive than to call it
awayiog furnaoce? And what moro necurate
term could the prophet use to deseribe wlhiat
he had seen in his vislon of the return of the
Hebrews by all kinds of converances, among
them one which he had never behsld o all his
experience, but which “swayed" and carrled
fire? What a pleturesque word to describe a
traln or locomotive fu rapld motion!

In passing through the mountalas betwesn
the plain of Bharon and Jerusalem, the scenery
I8 fine and Intaresting, though sowhere very
extraordinary. In November the mountains
Woera  gonerally red and bare. though
Wherever there was molsture the grass was
'mmf' and the ollve trees still bore thelr foll-
Sk& Tharoarefroquent torraces also along the
Mdes of the hills, snd vinernrds are planted
there. In & good scason thors ought to bon
Rood erap of wine inthe ecountry, But It s
:‘:“ lertile country by any means, any more
oh‘;jﬂ twas In the days when Abraham wes

lled Ly bad erops and short supplies to

"’zj own Lo Egypt to escape starving.

tis lh"“ihf—l and emotions which naturally

N."::lounu arcival at a svot which has

Inra in the history of mankind s part so tre-
M‘fh"“& Are not much promoted when we
ok the Jarusalem Hallway terminus and

evon Mu”mﬁ.n

osoa produces the effeot either of antiguity or of
sacredness. The stajlon bulldings are naw,
and we ses new bulldings. both Nalshed and
unfinished, with various evidensea of modern
activity and progress,apon almost svery helght
that rises In the range of vwhion. All
is nolss, bustle, and confusion: and, unless
the traveller has the good fortune to be under
the orotection of Mr. Cook—and wa here re-
eord our eonviation that for travellers in the
East the establishment whioch bears the name
of Thomnana Cook & Son Is an inmixed blessing
~he may even be stitred with fear for his per-
sonal safety In the disputes of eab drivers and
hotala ta for the p lon of his person
and luggaga.

The torminus I8 about a mile from the
princlpal western gate. known an the Jala
gate, which leads through the walls lntoe the
ancienteity, I have seen it alleged In nome
newspaper that the terminus Ia In tha valley
of Hinnom., but it Is a mistake. The vallay
of Hinnom bounds the western and southern
linon of the oity wall: but betwaeen it and the

do not remember; and as we oross it In driving
towntd the town, we look down Into that part of
the valley whare of old ths plgus King Josiah
“deflled Tophel. which is in the valley of the
children ot Hinnom., that no man might
make his son or his Jaughter to pass through
the fire to Moloch:" and whers long afterward,
a8 Jeremliah records, the heaven-delylng ehil-

Won or denial. The plase of the ernelfixion .

rallway there is a ridge of land whose name I ,

and burial of Christ, as the great body of Ohris-
tiana bave belleved for ifteon hundred yvears,
Is marked by the Chureh of the Holy Bepul-
ohre; but apart from the Roman Cathollos
the arthodox Giresks, and the Armenians, the
majority of Christians would sesm to have
fixed thelr falth upon a quite different quarter
outside of the present olty wall. It Is true that
fow acholurs expraas themaslves npon thiasube
joot with tha vehemence employad by the late
Mr. Laurence Oliphant. He avers that "It
has now boen proved to s demonstration that,
wherever the tomb In whiech Christ was laid
after his erucifixion may have been, It could
not have beon in the eave over which the
gorgsous edifles callsd the Churoh of the
Holy Bepulohrs now standa™ The same
writer declares that “the Jerusalem of
the presont day, the holy elty of the world par
ercellence, contalns within {ta walls more
sacred shams and imposturas than any other
eity In the world." Itls evident that much
study In this dirsction eannot lead to that
reverantial and prayerful spirit In which nny
person of Christian aducation must naturally
approach the place whore he belleves tha He-
desmar of the world was Inid after his sxeou-
tion; and we turn with pleasurs from such
skeptiolem to the opposing utteranse of such
an authority as Mr. Willlam (. Prime. Hels
a Protestant, understands the question thor-
oughly, and s famillar with the views of all
the scholars who have written upon the
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THE WALL OF JERURALEM.
From Col. Wilson's ** Plcturesque Paledine®

dren of Judah *bullt the high places ot Baal,
whieh are in the valley of the son of Hinnom,
to eauses thelr sons and their daughtars to pass
through the fire unto Moloeh.™
Aswo leavethis {ll-famed ravine and turn to-
ward the east, the lofty wall of Jerusalem and
the massive towers of the citadel are Im-
mediately beforo us. We are on the outer
slope of Mount Zion, the sanctuary and the
abode of Davidl Ths ponderous blocks
which form ths lower strata of the wall,
might have besn shaped and put in
plnes by some prohistoric raca of glanta
More than almost anything else to be
found around Jerusalem, or within, thia wall
bears an appesrance of great antiquity. We
ean easily believe that its foundations were
laid in the time of David, though Ita upper
portions are unquestionably modern. The
books vary. Ons says it was the work of Bul-
tan Bulelman in the sixteenth century: another
thatit was erected much earlier:and my guide,
s most intelligent and well-informed Jew of
Hungarian origin, told me it was bullt by
the Crusaders after they had got posses-
slon, for the purpose of protecting the
inhabitants against the rasoally Arabs
who would ride up in amall parties, rob some
rleh family, and boe off with thelr plunder be-
fore anything could bes done to stop thom.
But. however this may be, the wall, from six-
teen to twenty feot In helght. fully en-
closes the town; and, although it eould soon
bs knocked to pleces by s ten-pounder can-
non, it stands in good order. solld emough
for all penceful purposes, and perfeotly sepa-
rates tho eity from the country about it
While you are gaxing at the old wall, your
carriage moves alofg, and presently you fAind
yoursell stepping out at the door of your
hotel, and it Is on Mount Zion!
Beautiral in elevation, the joy of the whols sarth,
Is Mount Zion, oo the sides of the morih,
The city of the great King !
Walk about Zion, and go round about ber;
Tallthe towars thersol
Mark wall her bulwarks,
Consider hor palacost
That yo may tell ij to the generation following.
For this God is onr God forever and aver:
He will be our gulds even unto death |

i,
The City Itaelf.

As wa got a complots view of Jerusalem and
begin to understand it tho first Impression Is
surprise at its evident prosperity, due, as we
presently understand. to the sums of money
spont by the great and Incroasing mass of pll-
grims who babltually resert there: and then
we are oven more surprised at the smallness
of the plnce. It can never have been what
would be called a large town: and Dr. W, ML
Thomson, the auther of “The Land and t
Book," who examined the question very ea
fully pome fifteen years ago. Is convincoed that
in the time of its greatest glory It was never
much larger than it Is now. Tho aotual pres-
ent length of the wall whichencloses the city,
according to Dr. Thomson, {s about two miles
and a hall, measuring the whole of the four
sldes; and the greatest length which he
attributes fo it in anclent times ia a mile
and a hall from north to south, with
an average breadth of half & mile from
west to east, making the enclosod aren
something lke 210 or 215 acrea. Josephus
also gives the total measurement of the walls
before thelr destruction by Titus, at thirty-
three furloogs, or a little over four miles.
Roughly speaking, then, Jerusalem fp fits

®highest arplendor was not larger than the area

of the Central Park below the resorvolr. More-
over, this limited space has slways beon di-
minished by the extent of the area lovelled
and walled. set spart of oid for the Temple,
and still held sacred by the Turkish authorl-
tias against theereotion of ordinary bulldiogs.
This area contains, I should suppose. from
thirty to thirty-five acres. It s the one con-
splcuous green apot in Jerusalem. It Is eov-
erad with grass and adorned with trees; and
the only bulldings on it are the glorious and
beautiful Mosque of Omar, the Mosque of Aksa.
and one or two other dependent structures.
The present population of Jerusalem s not
far from 40,000, and more than half are
Jewa,. Ther live in » separate quarter of
thelr own, as do also the various divisions of
Christiaps, as the Armenians, the Greeks, and
the Protestants, All thess quarters are
densely bullt, with narrow snd {rregular lanes
for strests. but the prevalling prosperity does
not seem to reach the abodes of the Hobrews.
The Indleations are all of sxtremo poverty., A
synagogud was polnted out bearing sun In-
seription showing that It was the gift of & Parls
Rothschild; but its mean appearance and un-
attractive surroundings bore ne suggestion
ol eritiesl refinement In the congrogation
The articles of fona set out for sale in the petty
little shops wore often squalld and repulsive,
We came 0 often upon spolled salt fish smong
the storos exposed by the vendgrs, that we
concluded It must form & regulsr elsment of
dist in the quartsr. There was no visible sign
of industry by which the people might earn
their living; and no one need be surprised to
loarn that in various parts of the world, the
woll-to-do and charitable Jews are regularly
eallad upon to contribute to the support of
their pauper brethren jo Jerusalem.

Wa hate to sy s word that may discourage
ANy 006 s Bearch after knowledge; but we must
adviss our readers who are preparing to see
Jorusalem, notto read too many books of mod-
ern exploration and oritigism, for foar of
losing all faith in the holy places where
the remembrance of the founder of &he
Christino roligion {s most religlously pre-
sorved. This modern eritielsm, conducted in
considerable part by men ss plousas they are
learned. has put into dispute almost every
spot of importancs in the histery of the sacred
oity, Exceptiug the site of the Temple
and the Mount of Olives, I don't think there Is

the spectasie which,opans upon our

& slogle locality which remalns (ree from ques-

subject; yet ho belleves in the genuineness of
the Holy Sopulchre. “Critical scholars and
learned men employed in Investigating the
topugraphy of the Holy Land.” writes Mr.
Prime, ""had no doubt of Its authentlcity In
the boginoing of the fourth century: no one,
&0 far as wa koow, thought In that age of dis-
puting the fact, but all men acknowledzed its
truth: it {s not doubted by any one that this is
the loeality in which thnse learnad men placed
their eonfidencs, It beving beon well pre-
served from that time to this."

But, whateyer the attitude of the mind to-
ward thess quasationns, {t is impossible without
deep emotion to observe the throngs of pil-
grims from east or west that dally visit the
Church of the Holy Sepulohre. We were there

Groeka s by far the most ornats and masnifl-
eont. Taits own chapal sach one of theso pars
tios has, of course. an exclusive right: but the
use of the central ehureh for religicus sarvices
is nllottad to sach In its order, nnd for & cere
tain time of the day: and a guard of Turkish
soldiers s sonatantly present within the outer
door of the ehurch to enfores this order and
to keep the different kinde of Christians from
disturbing the publia nease iy contentions for
unregulated posssssion of the ehuroh.

Tha Chapel of the Holy Bepuleheo s 6 small
structare of polished stone in the rotunda of
tho chureh. undor the high vault of its roof.
Fifteon lampr aro kept burning (n this ohapel:

redect It would be to change Jérusalem from o
home and centre of unguestioning faith Into n
theatre of disputation and uncertainty.
Turning from the Via Delorosa sand entering
inte antrest broad ancuieh for s sarrings. whish
leads across (he olty toward the south, we
come toa high-vaulted passage two or thres
hundred fest long, with shops on each side of
It through which wa procesd to the etairs that
ascand to tha anclent platform of the Tomple.
It was out of this entrance, as the teadition
talls us, that " He oast out all tham thiat sold
and bought In the Templo, and ovarthraw tire
tables of the moner changers and the sents of
them that sold doves; and he saith unto tham.

five belonging to the Greeks, Nive to the Cath-
ollea, four to the Armoenians, and one to the

“It s written. my house shall be called a house
of praver. but yo make It a den of robbara'*

THE. EXTRANCE TO THE CIAPRL.

Copts. The sarcophagus in which the Lord Is
belleved to have rosted, Is fitted with a coverof
polished stons, porphyry. we think, and this
covering is helioved by meat wisitors
to be the sepulchre Itsell. It, Is con-
stantly worn away by the klsses of the
faithful. and has to be ropinced every fow
yoars. The same Is the case with the manger
at Bethlshem, whore, as the Gospel tells us,
Christ wna Iald as an infant; and that, too,
Insts but a littls time, so fervent and so con-
stant are the kisses which pious bellovers
hasfen to bestow upon it

" Y m ey

EXTRANCE TO THE CHUECH OF THE HOLY BEIFULCHRE.

A

-

one morning when acompany of Russlans, sev-
oral hupdred [n number, as we wars told, eame
to make thelrdevotions at the shrine. They
were humble people, men, women, and youths;
but the intensity and sincerity of their fenling,
g8 they prostrated themselves to kiss the
stone pavement in front of the sepulehre, no
Iangunge counld exaggernte. The canker of
doubt and the Inlectlon of firreversnce had
pever touched thelr honest and faithful souls.
How much more enviable they appeared there
In thelrdevout prostration than the skeptiewho
contemns and the scoffar who jeers at thelr
simple. unquestioning belle!!

The Chureh of the Holy Sepulchre was first
bulit by the Empress Helona, the mother of
Constantine the Great. In the firat hail of the
fourth century. Two hundred yoars later it
was burned by the Persians, but was soon
bullt up agalo. In the tenth century it was

THE OHAPEL OF THE HOLY SEPULCHHEE,

twioe badly damaged by fire, and ip the bagin-
nlog of the eleventh century it was Injured
and dessorated Ly the Moliammedanse Finally
in the twallth century the Crusaders restorod
it: and, although It hns Leen repeatedly
Injured by hoslic abtacks and by weel-
dental esoflagrations, mush of the original
foatures 48 sfill presorved. Around It and
opening Into it the Catholics, the arthodox
Greeks, the Armanians. and the Copts have

ohajels of thelr own; and of these that of the

Noar the chapel of the sepulchre, and within
the onclosure of the chureh, the visitor is also
permitted to exgmine the place whers Christ
was nalled to the cross, and the socket im the
rock where the cross was erected. Close by in
another chapel is the place where the vest
ments of Christ were divided; another chapel
Is sald to stand over the spot where the crown
of thorns was put upon Him: and in another
the Impress of His leet is shown in the stone
The skeptic will not admit that thess things
are true, or that there is any sanctity In the
plnces that jnspire the bollever with awe and
wonder. But for the pious pllgrim, what sub-
jects of raligious meditation and holy ecstasy
wro offored in such relles and such traces of
the Baviour's very footstops! No wonder that
tho whole Christian world is drawn to Jeru-
salem by tens of thousands.

The eritlolsm which denlea the genuinensss
of all these remalins and relics In and around
the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, rests upon
the argument that this part of Jerusalem was
included within the walls of the city at the
time of the erucifixion. and that, socordingly,
Christ could not have been put to death there,
since It |s certaln that the place of execution
was without the wall. The same argument
would overthrow the bellel, which hasalso pre-
valled for eenturies, that it was through the
stroot known ws the Vin Dolorosa that the
Divine Vietim was led feom the tribupal of
Pllato to the placo of death. 'This strect is
perbaps bhalf a mile long. and It is everywhere
In close proximity to the present outar wall
Fourteen statlons marked with tablets appsar
to show tho path followed from the place of
condemnation to the placoe of execution: and
of these. seven or elght are In the Via
Dolorosa. At one of them the cross wae lald
upon the shoulders of Jesus; another Is at
the spot where he (e sald to have fallen unfer
that burden: at apother he met his mother;
At unother Blmon of Cyrene took the oross from
him; at spother ho paused to speak to the
women who aceompanied the procedsion ; and
at another it |s said that he fell again. The
last ve stations are in the shurch snd the
varlous chapaels, ¥

But, it it be trup, as the so-ealled higher
eritios now maintain, that the erucifixton took
place, not oo the site now marked by the Holy
Bopulehre, buton a hill at ashort distance out-
side of the Damanscus Gate, It must follow that
the Vis Doloross and its stations sanoot have
boen the line of march which was followed on
that tremendous day. Wo will not attempt to
consider thin controversy at soy leogth, much
lens to express a declsion respecting it. It is
enough for our purpose to say that for fiftesn
hundred years the Christinn -COhurch almost
unasimously adliered totiis beliol; and that to

A few stops and we mount to the opsn place
where ths Temple formorly stood. It In por-
haps ten fest higher than the level of the elty
on the west; and on the past a subatantial wall
ssparates it from the Valley of Kadron, beyond
whioh wa behold the trees of Gethsamane and
the Mount of Olives. On the south & much
more massive wall, which ocompletes the
quadrangle toward the Valley of Jehosaphat
and Hinnom. (s undoubtedly a remnant of the
foundations which sustaloed the Temple of
Herod: and a conslderable portion of it may
even date from the Temple of Solomon.

As we have already sald. the prinelpal strue-
ture which stands upon this historie plateau,
isthe Mosque of Omar, named after the first
Moslem conqueror of Jorusalem, although It
Iatar from certain that he was concerned In
bullding It. Dut, at any rate, it is one of the
mostsaared places known to the Mohammadan
religion. Itis enly second In sanctity to the

OLD TREES ON THE TEMPLE PLATEAU.

Mosqueofthe Kanba In Mocen {taell. Mora than
this, it {s one of the most beautiful among
religious ediflces, not from its magnitude or
from any pecullar genlus in its construetion,
but from the extraordinary charm of its deco-
ratlon within and without. Itis In the shape
of an octagon, with each slde measuring aixty-
six feetlong. The outer walls are divided by

thal they souldl eanflly be read from worke Al
tance balow, sotting forth verses from five
Kéran sdorisg and praising the Most High.
This frioze was not yot finizhed as mush &
halt war around the oetagon. when we (n-
spestefl It In Novembor: and (t looked aw il
ftfarmad a part of the orlginal deslgn. whieh
thay just now had the means toaxecute, When
itiw done, it witl add very graatly to the digaity
and solamnity of the mosque. /

The Interior of this famons houss ol worship
bora toths full that avnearance of high proms
pocity, which we had noticed olsewhars In
Jerusalem. The mos=ales which Leautify the
roof, sesmead almost as brilllant ar those of 8t
Mark's (tasll, though far lsss slaborata. The
cloannosn of the houso wan perfeat. and every
ineh of the Nloor wan carpated with rugs of ex-
aulnite taate and richoess. When the vriests
came forward to weleoma ua within the doors,
we could tell them withont oxageeration (hat
we did pot know aven 1n Christendom. an-
other temple of rellgion more faaitiess In it-
soll. moro worthily cared for, or more Leautl-
Tully malntained.

In the contre of the mosquo standsthe Holy
Roek, tho one thing In Jerusalem about whose
antiquity and Identity controveray sesms
nlmost Impoasible. The traditions attached
to It are Innumerabla. Abraham and Melchis-
edea ancrificad burnt offarings upon It: it was
here that Ahraham was prevented by theangel
from kiiling his son lsaac: here David es-
tablishad the ark of the eovanant; here above
the rock was ralsed the altar of burnt ofering
In the Temple of Holomon: hers, sccording
to the Moslem tradition. was written the un-
spenkable name of God, which Jesus alone
was able to read; hence Mohammed as-
eanded to heaven: atthe Last Day the Kaaba
from Meooa will ba hrought here, and thon the
final tromp will sound and the dead will be
brought to judgment. The rock I8 of Irregu-
lar naturnl form. It Ia more than fifty festlong
and forty fest wide, and channels are shown in
It tlirough which tha blood of the maerifces s
sald to have flowed nwny. How David beeame
porsesnor of the plaoce ls recorded In the Hea-
ond Book uf Samuasl:

**And God came baok that day to David and
sald: ‘Go up and rear an altarunto the Lord
in the threshing finor of Araunah. the Jebu-
aite." And David. according tothe saylfg ol
God, went up as the Lord commanded. And
Araunah looked and saw the King and hila
sorvants coming toward him: and Araunah
went out and bowed himsall befora the King
on his faco upon the ground. And Araunsh
sald: *Wherelora |a my Lord, the King. coma
to hissorvant?' And David sald: * To buy the
threshing fMloor nf thees. to build an altar unto
the Lord, that ths plague may be stayed from
the people.’ And Araunah aaid unto David:
‘Ist mv Lord., the Kinz. take and offer
up whst seometh good unto him. Toe-
hold Mo oxen for the burnt offoring. and
the threshing Instruments and the furnlture
of the oxen for the wood; and all these, O
King. doth Araunah give unto the King.' And
Araunnh eald unto the King, ‘' The Lord, thy
God, nceept thes' And the Hing sald unto
Araunah: *Nar. but I will verlly buy it of thee
st a priea. Nelther will T offar burnt offerings
unto the Lord my God whish cost me noth-
ing." Bo Davld bought the thrashing plough.
and the oxen for fifty shakels of sllver. And
David bullt there an altar unto the Lord and
offered burnt offerings and peace offeringa.
Bo thas Lord was entreatsd for the land. and
the plague was stayed from Israel'

.,
Bethlehem and Relhany,

Bethlehem. reversd of all Clirfstinne asthe
birthplace of the Saviour. lles slx miles wast
of the citadel of Jerusalom: and Bethany,
where He loved to withdraw from the erowd,
aod find rest in tha soclety of near friends and
disciples. lies about two mileato the east. The
most hastystay in the Holy City must inolude
mvixit to oach of these places.

The road to Bethlohem is smooth and plans-
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Monos Monteflors of Londan, Christiaos, Jews,

and MohammodAn=all neres ip vanarating the
medimval strusturs, whieh afands herein the
piace of the pilar or pyramid of twalve rede
stonpa corrorponding to the twelve tribbs of
Inpael, that - mnrked the apot in the moatals

eiant times. Cok Wilson mava that no doubd

has ever beon ralsed reapecting this grave
¥ot ae wa open onr dinodekor beside It wo rend
that “wpon masy grounds it is imoossible®
that Bachisl enn have bron buried hore!
sAlethlehem la a very nicturesque hill tows
Thirty swars ago the mowt intalllgegh visitoms
estimated its population at (LK, bt now oue
eareiul Rasdokor puts it down at K000, with
noareely ahy Mohnmmedans among them: « Iy
hasabared theactivits nnd the progross whish
haves visited this entirs region. ‘I'he houses are
uniformly of stone, nnd when wa sought te
nppirgach the groat Chureh of the Nativity. we
found the principal sireots torn up in the
precasn - of laying down sowars, and were
obliged to got down and goon foot, Theehuroh
In & vast and complicated pllo of Lrutldinme
the Latinsand the Armenians having eome
styucted chapels and monasterios about the
original ediflee, which js In the handa of the
orthadox Giroek communion. Hers, as In
Jecusalem, n guard of Turkish soldiers ocome
stantly wttands in the entranceof the shurel
to keep tlie disagroning sorta of Christians
outof violont nuacrels with ench other. The
ohureh dates Lack to the first halt of the
fourth eentury. The architecture of the Ine
terlor (n simiple, sovors, and most impressives
but seme of the atta-hed chapoln are orowded
with crucifixes, lnmps of gold and sllver, ples
turen, and tapestries that bewllder the ere
with thelr variety and splendor.

With lighted tapora in our hands, we des
seonded to the Chapol of the Nativity,
1t wnn originally n eavs, and a stalroase of
perhapa filtoon stops leads down to It As we
ettored, wa found the chapel ocoocunied by
the veaper sorvies of & brotherliond of Frans
clsean monks. The Bunerior, n majestie ol
man, was officinting at the altar, and the fred’
ternity, mmon of all ages, knelt upon the marble
floor. The muslo they sang was noble, wnd
the spirit of devotion that filled the scens waa
frrosistihle. Fortunate, Indeed, are the plls
grims whosa fow bours in Dethlehem are
made memorable by an necident so delighttul,,
nA was our presence atthe vespers of the good
ancia‘cnnu.

Whilelethioham morethan met onr expectas.
tion. Bethinny rathor proved a disappointment |
It is an Insigoiileant and decaying little Baass
lot, lylng on the eastorn slope of the Mounnt of:
Olives, and ita few hundred people are all Mose /

lems. To go there, the most conveniong -

method is to drive from Jerusalam. After you
repch the points known as the grave of Lazae
rusand the houss of Mary and Martha.you loave :
the carringe, and make the rest of the journew.:
oysr the Mount of Olives on donkeys. At the
wustern foot of the Mount yon visit the Garden
of Gethremane: and then you tnke your oars
risge again to return to the clty. )
+ While we know that Bathany wan a favorite |
placs of rétirement with Jesus, thore Is ne’
evidanoo to convince us that ons or the other’
of the two places: pointed out by populde '
tradition,.and by the gukles who conduok
sttankers. was habitually resorted to by Himg -
and no religions .communion has adopted !
sither of thein as sacred and suthentic. Yok
as & whole Rothany s indisvutably eonneoted
with many of the most intimats and Impress -
slve cocurrences of the Gospel history; and'
as wo pass slowly up ita winding and nege
leoted alleys upor our donkeys, with the
beight of the Mount befors us, snd the clear ©
avtumn sky of Syrin above, the mind {8 fe
roalbtibly earried Hack through tne nineteem
aenturies: and tha porsona and eventa of the
nnciont days seem to the faney, and almost
to the aye, to bae thers again all real and livine.

And sowas move forward tothe great Nuse .
sian churoh on the summit, with the wonders
ful outlook from its porch upon the distapt
valley of the Jordan, and ths blue strip ot
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THE ANEPHERDS' FIELD, SEEN FROM BETHLEHEM.

ant, and ohjects of extraordinarasenciation
approach the mind at every turn. Toward
the southwost we behold the sunny flelds
whilch formed the scene of the lovely idyl of
Ruth and DBoaz, the most charming story of
Hebrew literature. In the same direction is
the Cava of Adullam, where David, fight-
ing man and Captaln, but not yet King,
had n refugo while the Plllistines held his
pative town: and we know that toward the
northwest, though Invisible to us as yef, lies
the walley whera traditlon tells us is the
very fleld In whieh thoe shepherds were
“keoplog watch by night over thelr flook.
And un angel of the Lord stood by them, and

THE MOSQUE OF OMAR

s moulding or eornice which separates them
intoa basement slxteen feet high covered with
marble, and an upper story twenty leet high,
coverad entirely with Fersian tlles of many
colors. most delicats patterns, and aplendid
lustre, producing altogether an effect of sur-
prising [ascination. Nothing eould Le com-
parod to it, except perhaps n gigantic kalsido-
soope displaylng an endless successlon of
gorgoous gems and dazzling brillisney. When
you stand near enough to distinguish the
tints and the patterns of the tilus, yon are ab-
sorbed Io a delight such ad you never felt slse-
where: and if you stand too faroff to ses so
minutely, the elfeot is that of an infinitely soft
and ever-varring rainbow,

Yet there s no uniformity In the patterns or
eolors of the tiles, though the whole of each
panel Is ¢bvered with the same color and the
same pattern. The tiles themselves are in the
wvery highest style of Perelan art, made, I
should supposs, not later than the thirteenth
or fourtesnth eentury, when this branth of
keramics was carried to a perfection and o
splendor in Persla that have not been sttained
elsewhere. Accordingly, this part of the
mosque must have been decorated some elght
or nine hundred years after the structure of
the bullding had been com pleted, if indeed weo
may say that it is comploted yet. In No-
vamber we saw men at work putting up over
the tiles which adorn the outer wall, & frieze of
other tlles likewise Ferslan, esch of them two
feet or theresabouts in helght, of an indigo:
blue lustro, and bearing raised white Arable
letters, also about gwo feet high, and so wlain

the glory of the Lord ahone round about them
and they wero sore alrnld. And the angel said
unto them Be not afald; for behold I bring
you good tidiogs of great joy, which shall be

toall tha people: for baho!d. there Is horn to
you this day In tne ety of David a Baviour
which is Chirist the Lord."”

As wo drive quietly along, tho road passas
slmost within touching dJlatance of * Ra-
chisl'ssepulehre in the bordoer of Hepiamin at
Zolzah, and wo stopto guze at the monument
whare the mother of Israel was laldto rest
four thousand years ago. It is no longer in
decey: having been repaired and made clean

aod secmly through the liberality of the Iste

L]
ithe Dead Fea which {t reveals, and beyomd -

all the mountains ot Moab, with ths peak et
Nebe, whence Moses boheld the Promised
Land which he might never enter. And thens"'
mounting our donkeys again, we go down the
western slops. Thers Jerusalem {s before ﬂlif

and the mountains of Ephralm that plose .-

in  the panorama upon the west, -
with its bowed and venerable cypresses whose
age is counted by thousands of years, wr i
there {s the gentle and enmaging old Itallam -
monk who tends its flower beds and bindeup !
packages of seeds for strangors Lo 0arTY away,
And as he receives the douceurthat is reached
toward him, "It is for the poor V" he says: I8
is not givan in payment '

Inall the world there is no other apot that:
80 aflects the thoughts of the visitor. nor any
haman narrative that can teuch the hsard
with such infinite pathos as this of the '
Evangelist: *And they come unto a place
which was named Gethsemane: and he saye
eth unto his disciples, Bit yo here while I
pray. And le taketh with him Poter
and James and John, and becan to be greatiy’:
amozed and sore-troubled. And Le salth unto |
them, My soul Is exceeding sorrowful sven
unto death: abide yo here and watch. And he
wont forward o littie, aud fell on the ground, /|

while at the foot isthe garden of Gethsemane ' ;

and prayad that if it wers possible, the houre |

might pass away from him. And he sald.
Abba, Father, ail things aro possible uato
thes; remova this cup from me: howheit nok
what I wlll, Lut what thou wilt And
ha cometh and fOudeth them slesplog and.
saith uoto Veter. bimon, sleepest thou?

Couldst thou not wateh ono hour? Wateh and
pray that ye euter not into temptation: the |
spirit. indeed, is wiliing. but the flesh s wealls .

AXOIENT OLIVE TREWS,

And agaln he wont away and prayed, saying
the samo words, And agatn Lie came, and
found them sleeping, for thelr eycs ware very
hoavr, and ther wist not what to answer him
Aud ho enmeth the third time, and saith unto
tham. Blesp on mow and tnke your rost; it is
wnoughs the hour {8 conie: behold, the Son of
wan is betrayed Into the hands of slnnerss
Arlso, ot us be golngz:
'"trayeth me s a*hand!¥
GCAD

hold, be that o
Pehio . w':*
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